






PEACE THROUGH EDUCATION
During the inter-war years from 1919 to 1939 several 

anti-war articles were included in the Federation 
journal. Peace activists were often included as speak-
ers at conferences and rallies, and extracts from their 
speeches were included in Education.

The articles and speeches emphasised the role of 
�S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\���L�Q���V�H�W�W�O�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�Á�L�F�W�V��
�D�Q�G���U�H�Á�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q���R�S�W�L�P�L�V�P���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�Z�O�\��
formed League of Nations in the diplomatic process.

A strong Left faction emerged in Federation in the 
�Z�D�N�H���R�I���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�����Z�L�W�K���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
Federation activists joining the Australian Communist 
Party (ACP) in the 1920s and 1930s.

�%�L�O�O�� �*�R�O�O�D�Q���� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�J�K���S�U�R�À�O�H�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I��
Federation’s Peace Committee, condemned nationalism 
�D�Q�G���O�L�Q�N�H�G���L�W���W�R���E�D�U�E�D�U�L�V�P�����́ �:�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��
outlook of the next generation,” Education recorded on 
�������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������́ �$�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�V���L�W���L�V���R�X�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\��
to ensure the next generation shall place this system of 
�O�D�Z���D�E�R�Y�H���V�H�O�À�V�K���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���S�R�Z�H�U���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���µ

The philosophy of Bill Gollan, who joined the 
ACP in 1935, and the Peace Committee was echoed 
in Education���H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N��
�R�I�� �:�R�U�O�G�� �:�D�U�� �,�,���� �́ �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �D�Q�W�L�G�R�W�H�� �W�R��
�V�D�Y�D�J�H�U�\�����:�H���P�X�V�W���F�K�H�U�L�V�K���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���À�Q�H�U���L�Q�V�W�L�Q�F�W�V���D�Q�G��
cherish them.” (Education, �������1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��������������

�G�_�b�\�T���R�b�Q�S�U�c���V�_�b���^�U�g���S�_�^�å�Y�S�d
�,�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V���W�K�H���I�H�D�U���R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�U���Z�D�V���U�H�Á�H�F�W�H�G��
in articles, editorials and correspondence in the journal 
�D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P���S�U�H�V�V�����)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���O�D�P�H�Q�W�H�G��
the failure of the League of Nations to halt the rise of 
fascism in Germany, Japan and Italy and the inertia of 
democracies in the face of aggressive nationalism.

�7�K�U�H�H���Z�H�H�N�V���D�I�W�H�U���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,���E�H�J�D�Q�����)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�S�O�H�G�J�H�G�� �́ �W�R���G�R���D�O�O���L�Q���L�W�V���S�R�Z�H�U���W�R���K�H�O�S���L�W�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q��
conjunction with the other democracies to free the 
�Z�R�U�O�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�R�L�V�R�Q�R�X�V���+�L�W�O�H�U���E�O�L�J�K�W”. NSW premier 
�$�O�H�[���0�D�L�U���D�Q�G���S�U�L�P�H���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���5�R�E�H�U�W���0�H�Q�]�L�H�V���X�U�J�H�G���D�O�O��
Australians to � ćarry on and never ever admit defeat”, 
�E�R�W�K���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���D��� �́E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���D�V���X�V�X�D�O”  attitude while 
Australia was at war. The overwhelming concerns of 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���F�H�Q�W�U�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���V�D�I�H�W�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
and school communities, including:

• how to protect students in a gas attack, when so few 
�J�D�V���P�D�V�N�V���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�W�\���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�D�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H

• how to train students as air raid wardens

• �K�R�Z���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���E�R�P�E���S�U�R�R�I���V�K�H�O�W�H�U

• �H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�G���À�U�V�W���D�L�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��

�)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G�� �D�E�R�X�W��
the danger of hysteria and the effect of propa-
�J�D�Q�G�D���� �7�K�H�\�� �I�H�D�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�X�G�J�H�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H��
�V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���D�V���L�W���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,����

Education’s �́ �5�D�P�E�O�H�U�µ�� �F�R�O�X�P�Q�� �R�I�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� ������������

�D�U�J�X�H�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���H�[�S�H�Q�G�L�W�X�U�H���Z�D�V���́ �S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�F�H��

of democracy against Hitler who was the enemy of 

democracy and culture”.

Legacy of World War II
During the six long years of World War II, Federation 

�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�H�G���I�R�U���I�X�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�R���N�H�H�S��

�R�Y�H�U�F�U�R�Z�G�H�G���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���Y�L�D�E�O�H�����$�I�W�H�U���������������L�W���Z�D�V���E�H�F�R�P-

�L�Q�J�� �Y�H�U�\�� �R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�� �W�R�� �)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�X�E�O�L�F��

schools would need federal funding if they were to meet 

�W�K�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���R�I���D���S�R�V�W���Z�D�U���E�D�E�\���E�R�R�P���E�X�W���W�K�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V��

�I�R�U���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�H�U�H���L�J�Q�R�U�H�G���E�\���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O��

governments over the next two decades.

The peace activism of the 1920s and 1930s contin-

ued with great enthusiasm in the years immediately 

�D�I�W�H�U�� ������������ �7�K�H�� �O�R�R�P�L�Q�J�� �&�R�O�G�� �:�D�U���� �S�D�U�D�Q�R�L�D�� �D�E�R�X�W��

communism and fear of nuclear weapons dominated 

the post-war era. Recurring themes included:

• a fear of communism — especially after the victory 

�R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W�V���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���L�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������������³���L�Q��

�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O���)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�E�D�W�H�V���D�V���K�R�V�W�L�O�L�W�\���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H��

�/�H�I�W���D�Q�G���$�&�3���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G

• demands to include Physical Education in the post-

war curriculum to ensure the next generation would 

�E�H���V�W�U�R�Q�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���G�H�I�H�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q

• many teachers joining Australian and international 

anti-nuclear movements and retaining a lifelong 

commitment to peace education and peace activism

• support for the newly formed United Nations just as 

�W�K�H�U�H���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���/�H�D�J�X�H���R�I���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����+�L�V�W�R�U�\��

teachers were among those who called for mandatory 

study of the reasons for the failure of the League

• peace activists calling for a curriculum that empha-

�V�L�V�H�G�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S�� �D�Q�G��

guarded against the excesses of fascism and the 

�D�E�X�V�H�V���R�I���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���I�U�H�H�G�R�P�V��

�,�Q�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �1�6�:�� �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�� �5�R�E�H�U�W��

Heffron addressed the Annual Conference of the 

Australian Teachers Federation and argued more 

�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���V�R���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���D��

�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Z�R�U�O�G���S�H�D�F�H���� �́ �'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,����

money for war was raised at the rate of one and a half 

million pounds per day. In 1952, we ought to raise at 

least a small percentage of that amount for education. 

We want to know something of peace, particularly  

international peace. We need an education which will 

�W�H�D�F�K���K�R�Z���W�R���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�V���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V����

This will do more for international peace and world 

�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���W�K�D�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U���µ��(Education,  

20 February, 1952)

LOYAL TO THE ROYALS
�,�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������V�H�Q�W���D���W�H�O�H�J�U�D�P���W�R���S�U�L�P�H���P�L�Q�L�V-
�W�H�U�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�� �0�H�Q�]�L�H�V���� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���́ �G�H�H�S�H�V�W��
�V�\�P�S�D�W�K�\���R�I���1�6�:���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���W�R���4�X�H�H�Q���(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K����
the Queen mother and all royal family at the death 
of His Majesty the late king George VI”�����$���V�X�E�V�H-
quent telegram was sent to NSW premier Jim 
McGirr requesting the premier �́ �F�R�Q�Y�H�\���W�K�H���O�R�\�D�O��
congratulations of the NSW Teachers Federation 
to Her Majesty on the proclamation of her acces-
sion to the throne and the earnest prayer of the 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���+�H�U���0�D�M�H�V�W�\�·�V��
�U�H�L�J�Q�� �P�D�\�� �E�H�� �K�D�S�S�\���� �O�R�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�V�S�H�U�R�X�V�� �D�Q�G��
�P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���D�P�R�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���R�I��
the world”. 

TEACHERS IN TIME: LATE 
1940S TO EARLY '60S

WYNDHAM REFORMS
�,�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������������)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���F�R�Q�J�U�D�W-
ulated Dr Harold Wyndham on his appointment 
as the NSW Director General of Education. He was 
�D�V�V�X�U�H�G���R�I���W�K�H���́ �I�X�O�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���F�R���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
�)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���K�L�V���G�H�D�O�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I��
�V�H�Y�H�U�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���I�D�F�L�Q�J���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�V�W��
World War II period”.

Dr Wyndham remained Director General 
�X�Q�W�L�O�� �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�� ������������ �,�Q�� ������������ �V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\�� �H�G�X�F�D-
tion in NSW was extended to six years with the 
�+�L�J�K�H�U�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H�� �U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �/�H�D�Y�L�Q�J��
�&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H�� �I�U�R�P�� ������������ �7�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�� �:�\�Q�G�K�D�P��
scheme reforms remain a long-term legacy of Dr 
�:�\�Q�G�K�D�P�·�V���������\�H�D�U���W�H�Q�X�U�H���D�V���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O����

ANNUAL SALARIES IN  
1952 — SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCE
First-year male teacher ���������S�R�X�Q�G�V��
First-year female teacher ���������S�R�X�Q�G�V
Fourth-year male teacher 1159 pounds 
Fourth-year female teacher 985 pounds
Head teacher (secondary) �����������S�R�X�Q�G�V��
Female head teacher (secondary)�����������S�R�X�Q�G�V��
Headmaster year 1 (secondary) 1392 pounds 
Headmistress year 1 (secondary)1182 pounds
Deputy headmaster (primary) �����������S�R�X�Q�G�V
Deputy headmistress (primary) 921 pounds 

COST OF LIVING 
• Teachers could use their own cars to relocate 

themselves and their families when they received 

a transfer or promotion. In 1958, teachers were 

entitled to 3 pence per mile for the relocation jour-

�Q�H�\�����6�H�Y�H�U�D�O���)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V��

�I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���S�H�U�V�X�D�G�H���W�K�H���3�X�E�O�L�F�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �%�R�D�U�G���W�R��

�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���P�L�O�H�D�J�H���V�X�E�V�L�G�\��

• An edition of Education cost 3 pence in the early 

���������V�����,�W���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O���W�K�U�H�H���S�H�Q�F�H���L�Q������������

• Advertisements in Education���F�R�V�W����� � �V�K�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V��� �� �

pence for 18 words and one shilling for each addi-

tional six words. Many of the ads were for holiday 

rental accommodation.


